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What is an abdominal aortic aneurysm? — An “abdominal aorfic
aneurysm” is & problem in the orta, the main biood vessel that comes out f
the heart. Blood flows through the aorta 1o the rest of the body. The:
"abdominal aorta” is the part of the aorta that is located in the belly and

o b

| branches to supply blood o the legs. In people with an abdeminal aortic a o v A
il e . i Rt * aneurysm, also known as an "AAA," a parl of the abdominal aorla balloons @ a
[ err— out or bulges (figure 1). If the bulge bursts, the candition becomes very 16. AANANWYZNITAUAUN

dangerous. A burst aora causes lots of internal bleeding

What are the symptoms of an AAA? — Most people with abdominal AAAS
have no sympioms: When sympioms do occur, iney can inciude
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eFPain in the bally or back ﬂqu“uqﬂﬁﬁj
oA small lump in the upper part of the belly that pises, meaning it swells .
and shrinks n tythm wih the heartbeat (doctors notice this more often
than patients do)
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high risk that you might have tha condition

Y |
UnngueuUaIfleenstusn i

© ouscimer
Who is most likely to get an AAA? — Your risk for having an AAA goes up if
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